CHILDREN & FAMILIES -

Whether it's your first visit to Ely Folk Festival or you're a seasoned
Festival friend, we welcome all children, young people and families!
The information here is specifically aimed at families and children but
do check out the full Festival programme for family friendly activities,
performances and workshops available across the weekend.

We're thrilled to announce that the Children and Families’ theme
for 2026 is “Under One Sky", exploring the magic of the skies

we all share. Expect creative workshops, eco-friendly crafts,
games, teen-tent, storytelling, magic and a children’s parade,
rounding off the weekend with our Family headliner, the
wonderful, Nick Cope.

Bring your Imagination and get ready to shine.
Some of our highlights include:

We're excited to welcome singer-songwriter
and creator of CBeebies Popcast Nick Cope
for our family show. Nick has been writing
o and performing his family songs for over 10

* years and whether it's at a theatre, festival
or school, the audience enjoys singing
along. Children of all ages from 8 to 80 (and
younger) will love it!

Join award-winning folk singer/songwriter
| Daria Kulesh for an interactive music
and storytelling workshop based on the
delightful Russian Fairytale ‘The Tale of
Sadko'. Ideal for ages 3-8 but younger and
older children (and parents!) welcome.

Re-Imagine presents Ely Folk Festival's
first Imaginarium - This immersive space
invites visitors of all ages to pause, dream,
and explore how imagination can help shape a kinder, safer planet
and stronger communities. Inspired by our theme “Under One Sky,”
the IMAGINARIUM asks what it means to share one world and one
future.

Through creative prompts and hands-on activities, visitors can imagine
possibilities for themselves, their communities, and the wider world.

The Children’s Tent will transform into an intergenerational think-
tank, filled with bold visuals and accessible ways to take part. The Re-
IMAGINARIUM is a space for collective dreaming, where reading and
responding to the ideas of others becomes part of the experience

- a living snapshot of the hopes we share, together, under one sky.
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2 \Ve're delighted that the Fenland Young

1 Folk Collective, led by Barry and Erin
Watson will return for 2026. Open to all
musicians and singers ages 8-25. Join Erin
and Barry for two practice sessions and an
informal performance on Sunday afternoon
on the Kingfisher Stage. More details can be
found on page 47.

Sammy Magic has been in the
entertainment industry for over three
decades. Alocal legend, Sammy always
enjoys bringing a bit of theatre to his
wacky magic shows, along with lots of
laughs and amazement.

Be captivated by wonderful tales from
Storytellers Marion and Malcolm.
Malcolm will not only be talking but

\ SINGING - audience participation is strongly
encouraged. And if singing and talking are
not enough - he'll also be WALKING! Offering

stories on the move around the festival.
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Across the children’s area there will

be a variety of opportunities to make
music, keep your eyes peeled for more
details in the children’s programme.

Festival regular Maddog will be offering
play activities for children of all ages,
perfect for little ones. Pop over to their stall near the Children’s area
to joinin!

\ | Fara’s Tai Chi Kung-Fu Fusion sessions or
- | join Kid's Yoga with Sarah. Perfect for kids
who like to keep moving!

| Back by popular demand, the Teen Tent
returns for 2026. A space for relaxation and
creativity.

Lastly, the sessions and workshops on the following pages are
generally suitable for all ages (unless stated), but session and
workshop facilitators will be happy to advise if you're not sure!
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